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Supplement to the Republic ofZambia Government 
Gazette dated the 1st A qril, I 998 

. GOV.i?RNMENT OF ZAMBIA 

STATUTORY INSTRUMENT No. 50 OF 1998 

. Th·e Prisons Act �-..- . 
(Laws, Volume 7, Cap. 97) 

The Pris<l� (Kalundu Hoos�) Regul�tion�, 1998 

IN EXERCISE of the powers contained in sectio·n one hundred and 
forty-six of the. Prisons Act, the following Regulations are hereby 
made: 

· · · 
., 

I. These Regul_atjons may Ix: cjted as .the Prisons (Kalundu 
House) Regulation�, 1998: 

2. In these Regulations unless the context otherwise requires: 

.. Commissidner ;, means the Commissioner of Prisons; 
: t , 

"immedia!eflµlljly" means spouse, c;hilclr�n; grand-children 
and great0grand children. nieces, nephews, brothers and 
sisters; and 

" officer-in°ciiarge " means the person �ppointed to be ii) 
charge ofaprison'in pursuance of the provisions of section 
five of.the-Act: 

' ,,,.,. .. (• 

·237 

Tille 

I nterpreta­
tiofl 

3. (I) A prisonef may be visited twice a week by persons Visits 

authorised by the officer-in-charge and may, in special 
circumstances, be allowed· further visits in the discretion of the 
officer-in-charge: 

Provided that the immediate family of a prisoner shall have 
unlimited access and may visit at such ti me and for such periods as 
they may desire with 'the·prior permission of the officer-in-charge. 

(2) Visits shall' be made at such times and 'places and subject to 
such conditions as tlie' officer-in-clfar�e may specjfy. ' .. 

(3) A prisoner shall not be visited by more than five visitors at 
any one time: 

Copies of tlris Statll/ory Instrument can be obtained from the Government Primer, 

P.O. Box 30136, JOJO/ Lusaka. Price KJ,500 each. 



238 

Letters 

Prohibited 

anicles and 

unauthorised 

communica­

tions 

Statutory Instruments I st April, I 998 

Provided that visitors under this.subsection shall n_ot inch.!d� the 
iminediate family of a prisoner. 

( 4) The officer-in-charge shall permit the legal representative of 
a prisoner to interview such person at such times and subject to such 
conditions as the officer-in-charg� way specify.and such interviews 
shall not be reckoned as visits for th!)_pmpose of sub-regulation (I). 

(5) A legal practitioner who wj,ihes to interview any prisoner­
shall, ifso requested by the officer-in-charge, produce proof that he 
is the legal representative of the-person .whom he wishes 10 inter­
view. 

4. (I ).The officer-in-charge ml!,y,,at his descritiO.IJ, permit a 
' , I · ' • ' ' ;., 1J.:, •� \ ' • • , ' • ,, 

prisoner to receive and write letters. · ·· 

(2) The Officer-in-charge or any' pe'rson duly authorised _in that 
behalf by him sha:I read every le-tter cc;' or from a prisoner and may 
stop any such letter if in his opinion its contents are objectionable: 

. •, . _,,, . ;, .' 
. 

(3) A prisoner by wh0m or to whom a !e!,tlc!r is writtt,n..»'/i.iph is __ 
�topped under the provislons of sub-regulation (2) shall"forthwith 
be adYised that such lNter has- been· -stopped, and-the officer­
in-charg_<: _s�iill fprwarrl the letter_ tg l!]e,,:<;:;ommissioner, .wh9 may 
give directions, eithe1 ;, .. ;-,erally or specifically, as co the disposal of 
the letter including directions fcir"imjiound1ng or destroying the 
letter or for·obliterating or excising·a,fdbjectionable matter therein­
befort: it is transmined to the addressee. 

5. (])Any person-

( a) who, by any means whatever: introduces into the pdson or 
removes therefrom any letters or articles contrary to 
these-Regulations; · · ' ' 

!J' • "' 

(b) wh? !lh:es to or takes f�Pll):_i\nX,-Prisoner anyJetters.or,,. 
articles, contrary to these Regulations; 

( c) being a prisoner who comm�n,icµ_te� or attempts_ to com­
municate with any members of the press or any person 
no[ authorised by the Comtl)i_ssioner; or 

(d) not being a prisoner, who communicates or attempts to 
communicate with a prison�f.o"tJ:1erwise than in accor-
dance with these Regulations; ---- · · 

, , 1 ~ • ' , • , · ''f ·'-'�) ',�•,r-, I ' ' ' ' 

shall be guilty ·of an offence and shall b"e liable, upon conviction to 
a fine not exceeding five thousand penalty units or to imprisonment 
for a period_ l!Ol exceeding twelve montI:is, or. to both .. 

·' 
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_ (2) ·when any person i_n th� pr�sence of a11y offi'ier _(l[,gµar� 
commits ariy off,:,nce specified i_n this regµlation and refus_es, on 
demand of such officer or guard to state hi� name and 'reside�ila"I 
addi6·ss,'o"r gives a name or residential address which such o'fficer 
or guari!Riiows 'or has reason·t'o' believe to'be false: such offi�e'r 'or 

gu,4rd. _s!Je!!, ,arrest_ h_im an<;\ ,sh<Jll, ')Vit[!ou t -unn_ecessiiry.,.<1el',1Y. pi�e 
him over to a police officer. 

6. -(I) No officer-in-charge, officer or guard in dyaling wj\)1 a 
prisoner shall use force unless its use is necessary, and no more 
fcirce'than)s-teasohabl:y'n_ei:essary shall be used. · · · Y· '-· · 

('.?i�;�6j�t to the provisi;ns of ;!egu!ation 6, an office'i-in:9Ji�r,ge, 
,. ' . - ,. ,,,,, ,!'_ ''_' ... ' . . "'" � . � ,·. ' ' ' . ' _ •. . ' ,. "' ., . ',�·"" 

cifficer'o'f'guard shall notstrike a_prisoner unless he is cofopellei:ho 
do 'so iri self-clefence or the defence of others. . . - " 

(3) An officer-in-charge, officer or guard shall not act in a 
manr�er �a,l_culated to provoke a prisoner. . . , -, . 

·, ,: '.t•,r.': __ ;J, • • ' .. • ·.�- ", . .:. 
7. CfJ.S4bject to the provisions of these regulations; an officer or 

guard may use a weapon against-

''" l"[iij,>,i'prisbrier who is: ... . , ... , 
· 11··>i'!',l'� , 

, (1) escaping or attempting to escape: .- . _,, 
, ,:-'!½! 1 ,\+ ! • ··, ,-,,, ·• ,• .  .., .'J l__...t\ 

· ,_,:,,,,,i •':(i_i) engaged in, a:C:RJUP.i�ed outbreak or i!] an attempt · to force, break open or scale the outside door, 
gate, fence or enclosure wall of the prison}.or 

,,,, . 

·(iii) using violence.,to:l;im or another officer.or-guard 
or oth�r. p�rsol_l;, and ''·" . .J .:;�J: 1.-

"'.'(i) whilst assisting a'prisoher to escape, -1s us111g 
violence to such· officer o'r guard or oth_er.,per: 
son: or 

' " )  - .. -, 
(ii).is engaged irt a combined break-in or in an attempt 

to force,'break open or scale the outside door, 
gate, fence or enclosure wall of th.e pl',lce of 
restriction or an inside door. gate. fence or wall 
of the prison. -

(2J":Res<irt'sliall not be had fo the use of a weapon unless-·, · --

. -(�) tli� 6fficer or guard has r�as�nable ground to, believe· th�t 
he cannot otherwise prevent ih� escape oi- bie'ak-iri';"'' 

, (b) the bfficer,or guard gives a,waming·that he·is about tb use 
.. ,,,;., l:the•weapon; ,and • •, .. ,, 
( c) the warning given by the officer or guard is unheeded:· 
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(3) No officer or guard shall, in the presence of an officer­
in-charge, make use of a weapon asimthorised in sub�regulation (I), 
except on the orders of the officer-in-charge. 

.,. 

· (4) The use of weapO!JS i� pursuance qf the provisiOJ,lS of this 
regulati_on shall be, as far a� possible, to disable arid n9t

0

to kill: 

(5) Fodhe purposes of this regulation;" weapon »shall include 
any firearm, baton or tear smoke. 

8. Any officer or guard.who--
,.., ., .. 

. 
' 

' ,; ' .. , - . - . . . � 
'' 

•' 

. 
( a) disobeys orfruls-to comply w1t_h any lawful order, includ-

ing any standiljg.dtder issued by the Coiµrriis�ioner; 
. ' " t .\; '! ' ' �, ' ._; • - ' 

• 

(b) aliows to e�_cape any·,prisoner whom:it is his duty to keep 
or guard; 

· ' · · 

. ( c) offers_ oruses,un\','.arr'!nted personal violerice_to any person 
' ' ·, ,s., <' .•··" i ' � ' .. . · 

in his custody; · ,:' · . · .... ' . . 
(d) steals or unla..yfully· destroys any property belonging or 

issued t<:> a prisoner; 

,( e) assists orccin�iveswiJh any prisoner in haying cit obtaining 
any letter or'iu:ii�le contrary to these•Regulations; 

., �, ',�· ' . . - ; 
(f) is guilty of any otli�f��. conduct,,disorder or neglect of 

duty to-the prejudice of good•orderoi.'discipline; 

shall be guilty of an offence·against discipline, 

9. ( !) Alleged offe_nces,against discipline may be inquired into 
by the Corpmissioner,or air 'officer-in-charge, 

(2) Where an officer conducting au inquiry into ,�n offence 
ag'!,inst discipline is satisfi�d-th;it such offence has been committed, 
he may punish th� offender, by-

( a) admonition; 

(b) reprimand or severe reprimand; 

( c) extra duty not exceeding seven days; or 

( d) a fine not exceeding three months' pay; 

provided that the imposition of a fine of or abo,ve ,th\! amount of 
thirty penalty units u_nderparagraph ( d) shall be subj�ctto confirma­
tion by the Commissioner. 

' 

(3) The Commissioner,shall have the power to,re<luci, or quash 
any sentence passed by an officer-in-charge and imposed under this 
regulation: 


