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GOVERNMENT OF ZMIBIA 

ACT 
o. 14 of 1980 

Date of Assent: 24th September, 1980 

An Act to provide for the establishment of the Anti­
Corruption Commission; to repeal the provisions of 
the Penal Code relating to corrupt practices; to make 
comprehensive provision for the prevention of cor­
ruption; and to provide for matters connected with or 
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incidental to the foregoing. 

[* 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Zambia. -=--(_7 De_� ("l',fj 
PART I 

PRELIMINARY 
l. '£his Act may bo cited as the Corrupt Practices Act, 

1980, and shall come int.o operation on such date as the 
President may, by statutory order, appoint. 

2. (I) Save as otherwise provided, the provisions of this 
Act shall apply notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
contained i.n the Criminal Procedure Code or in any other 
written law. 

(2) Subject to subsection (I), all offences under this Act 
shall be inquired into, tried and otherwise dealt with in ac­
cordance with tho provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

3. In thi.e Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

" agent" means any person not employed by a public or 
priv&t-0 body who acts for or on behalf, or in the name, 
of a public body or a private body or any other 
person, and includes a trustee, an a.d.ministra.tor and 
an executor; 
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� �al gift " means any conventional hospitality on a 
modest scale or unsolicited gift of modest value 
offered to a person in recognition or appreciation of 
his services, or a.s a. gesture of goodwill towards him, 
and includes any inexpensive seasonal gift offered to 
eta.ff or associates by public and private bodies or 
private individuals on festive or other special oc­
casions, which is not in any way connected with the 
performance of a. person's official duty so as to con­
stitute an offence under Part IV; 

" Commission " means the Anti-Corruption Commission 
established under section four; 

" Commissioner " means the person appointed under 
section five to be tho Commissioner of the Com­
mission; 

" .£90:uptly ", in rela,tion to tho soliciting, accepting or 
obtaining; or to the giving, promising or offering, 
of a gratification. means the doing of any of the 
aforemi>ntionod thing-a by W&) of a bribe or other 
personal temptation or inducement; 

" Deputy Commissioner " means the person appointed 
under section seven to be the Deputy Commissioner of 
the Commission; 

" entertainment " means the provision of food or drink 
for consumption on the occasion when it is provided, 
and any other entertainment connected with, or 
provided at the same time as such food or drink; 

" Government" includes any 11irustry, Department, 
service or undertaking of the Government; 

" �n " means anY.,;&QCTJlJn payment, whether in 
cash or in kind, and includes any rebate, bonus, 
deduction or percentage, discount, commission, 
service, forbearance, assistance, protection or any 
other material gain, benefit, amenity, facility, conces­
sion or favour of any description, and any loan, fee, 
reward, advantage or gift, other than a casual gift; . " ' --

" local authority " means a. district council established or 
deemed to ha.vo boon established under tho Local 
Administration Act, 1980; 

" parastata.l body" means any company, association, 
statutory corporation, body or board or any insti­
tution of learning, in which the State has a financial 
interest; 

"principal" includes an employer, a beneficiary under a 
trust, and a trust estate as though it wero n person, 
and any person beneficially interested in the estate 
of a deceased person as though tho estate were a 
person; and, in relation to a public officer, a public 
body; 
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" priva.t.e body " means any person or organisation not 
being a. public body; and includes a. voluntary organ­
isation, cha.rita.ble institution, company, paitnership 
and a club; 

" public body " means the Party or the Government, 
and includes any Ministry or Department of the 
Government, a. local authority, pa.rastata.1 body, or 
any board, council, authority, commission or other 
body appointod by the Party or the Government, or 
established by or under any written la,v; 

"public officer" means any person who is o. member of, 
or holds office in, or is employed in tbe service of, a 
public body, whether such membership, office or 
employment is permanent or temporary, whole or 
part-time, paid or unpaid, and "public office" shaJJ 
be construed accordingly; 

"superior police officer" means any police officer of or 
above tho rank of Assistant Superintendent. 

PART II 
EsTAIILIBIIME�T OF Comnss10N 

4. ( l) There is hereby established a Commission to be known 
as the Anti-Corruption Commission which shall consist of the 
Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner and such other 
officers of the Commission as may be appointed under section 
nine. 
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(2) The Commission shall be a. Government Department 
under the control and supervision of the President, and the 3 working expenses of the Commission shall be charged to the 
general revenues of the Republic. 

5. (1) The President may, on such terms and conditions as Appoint­
he thinks fit, appoint a Commissioner who shall be responsible C:����­for the administration of the Commission, subject to any eionor 
specific or general directions of the President. 

( 
.......,(2) 'l'he Commissioner shall not be subject to tho direction or 

/ «ontrol of any person other than the President. 
(3) The Commissioner shall not, while he holds the office of 

Commissioner, discharge the duties of any other office of 
emolument in the Republic. 

6. (1) No person shall qunlifv for appointment as Cum- l Qua.liflca.­

missioner unlcss ho is qualified to bo appointed a judge of the A tion11 o.ndr II. h C tonureo 1g ourt. ofiil.'o of 
(2) A person apJl.:>intod Commissioner may bo removed Cornmis-

sionor from office for inability to perform the functions of his office 
(whether arising from infirmity of body or mind or from any 

/ 
other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall not bo so removed 
except by or in accordance with a resolution passed by the 
National A�sombly pursuant to subsoctiun (3) c-t1.lling for an 
investigation into the question of the romova.l of the Com· 
missioner. 
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(3) If the ational Assembly, by resolution supported by 
the vofos of not less than two-thirds of all the members of the 

ational Assembly. resolves that the question of removing 
the Commissioner ought to be investigated, the Speaker of 
the National As.'!embly shall send a copy of such resolution 
to tho Chief J ustiro who shall appoint a tribunal consisting 
of a chairman and two other perso11s to inquire into the matter. 

(4) The chairman and one other member of the tribumd 
shall bo pel'l'lons who hold or have held high judicial office. 

(5) The tribunal i:ha.ll inquire into t,he matter and report 
on tho facts thoroof to the Pro.�iclent. 

(U) Where a tribunal appointed under subsection (3) aclvisoH 
the President that the Commissioner ought to be romove<l 
from office for inability as aforesaid or for misbehaviour, tho 
President shl\ll remove the Commis.�ionor from office. 

(7) If the question of removing tho Commissioner from 
office has been referred to a tribunal w1dor subsection (3) tho 
President may suspend him from performing tho functions of 
his office, and any such suspension may at any time bo revoked 
by the President and shall in any case cease to have effect 
if the tl'ibunal advises the President that the Commissioner 
ought to be removed from office. 

(8) For the purposes of this section " misbolrn.viour " 
includes a breach of the Leadership Code. 

7. The President may appoint a Deputy Commissioner on 
such terms and conditions as he thinks fit: 

Provided that no person shall qualify for appointment as a. 
Deputy Commissioner unless he is qualified to be appointed a 
,Judge of the Hi�h Conrt. 

8. (1) If the office of the Commissioner is vacant or the 
Commissioner is absent from duty or unable for any other 
reason to perform the functions of his office, the Deputy 
Commissioner shall, save where the President otherwise directs, 
n.ct as Commissioner. 

(2) If both the Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner 
are absent from duty or unable for any other reason to perform 
t,he functions of their office, the President shn.11 appoint nnother 
person to act as Commissioner. 

9. (1) The Commisaioner may appoint investigating officers 
and auch other officers of the Commission as the Preaident may 
deem necessary to assist the Commissioner in the performance 
of his functions under this Act. 

(2) 'fhe Commissioner may, if he is satisfied that it is u1 the 
hest interest of the Commic;sion, terminate the appointment of 
any officer of the Commission without assigning any reason 
therefor, suhjoet to any directions by the President. 
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(3) The terms and conditions of service of officers of the 
Commission shall be eubject to the approval of the President, 
who may vary such terms and conditions as he thinks fit. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Part, the Commissioner, 
the Deputy Commissioner and other officers of the Com­
mission shall ho employed subject to such Government 
regulations ns apply generally to public officers. 

PART III 

FUNCTIONS OF COMl\ITSSCON 

10. ( l) The functions of the Commission shall be to-
(a) take necessary measures for the prevention of corrup­

tion in public bodies and private bodies, including, 
in particular, measures for-

(i) examining the practices and procedures of 
public bodies, and private bodies in order to 
facilitate the discovery of corrupt practices 
and secure the revision of methods of work 
or procedures which, in the opinion of tho 
Commission, may be prone or conducive to 
corrupt practices; 

(ii) advising public bodies and private bodies on 
ways and means of preventing corrupt practice.':!, 
and on changes in methods of work or 
procedures of such puhlic bodies and private 
hodies compatible with the effective perform­
ance of their duties, which the Commission 
considers necessary to reduce the likelihood 
of the occurrenr,e of corrupt prn.ctices. 

(iii) disseminating information on the evil and 
dangerous effects of corrupt practices on 
society; 

(iv) enlisting and fostering public support against 
corrupt prA.ctices; 

(b) receive and investigate complaints of alleged or 
suspected con-upt practice.q, and, subject to the 
directions of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
prosecute for offences under this Act; 

(c) investigate any conduct of any public officer which, 
in the opinion of the Commission, may be connected 
with or conducive to corrupt practices, and to report 
thereon to the President. 

(2) The Commission m1iy cloclino to c•onduct nn investigation 
into any complaint alloging an offence under this Act or to pro­
ceed further with any investigation if the C'ommission is satisfied 
that-

(a) the romplaint is trivial, frh olous, vexatious or not 
made in good faith; or 
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(b) the investigation would be unnecessary, improper or 
futile. 

(3) In any case in which the Commission declines to conduct 
an investigation, or to proceed further with any investigation, 
the Com.mission shall inform the complainant in writing of its 
de(\ision, but shall not be bound to assign reasons therefor. 

11 .  ( 1 )  For the performance of the Commission's functions 
under this Act, the Commissioner may-

(a) authorise in writing any officer of the Commission to 
conduct an inquiry or investigation into alleged or 
suspected offences under this Act ; 

(b) require any public officer or other person to answer 
questions concerning the duties of any other public 
officer or other person, and order the production for 
inspection of any standing orders, directives or 
office instructions relating to the duties of such public 
officer or other person; 

(c) require any person in charge of any Department, 
office or establishment of the Party or the Govern­
ment, or the head, chairman, manager or chief 
executive officer of any public body, to produce or 
furnish within such time as may be specified by the 
Commissioner, any document or a certified true copy 
of any document which is in his possession or under 
his control and which the Commissioner considers 
necessary for the conduct of investigation into alleged 
or suspected offences.under thi(Act. 

(2) 1n the performance of his duties under this Act, the 
Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner or other officer of 
the Commission shall have--

(rt) access to all books, records, returns, reports and other 
documents relating to the work of any Government 
Department, public body or private body; 

(b) access at any time to the premises of any Government 
Department, public body or private body, or to any 
vessel, boat, aircraft or other vehicle whatsoever, and 
may search such premises or such vessel, boat, air­
craft or other vehicle if be has reason to suspect that 
any property corruptly acquired has been placed, 
deposited or concealed therein. 

(3) In the exercise of his power of access and search under 
subsection (2) (b), the Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner 
or other officer of the Commission may use such reasonable 
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force as is necessary in the circumstances, and may be ac­
companied or assisted by such other persons as he deems 
necessary to assist him to enter into or upon any promises, or 
upon any vessel, boat, aircraft or other vehicle, as the case 
may be. 

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsections (2) 
and (3), the Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner or other 
officer of the Commission shall not have access-

(a) to any books, records, returns, reports or other 
documents, or to enter upon any premises of any 
component of the Defence Force or the Zambia 
Security Intelligence Service; or 

(b) to any books, records, returns, reports or other 
documenw, or to entor upon any premises other than 
those mentioned in paragraph (a), if in the opinion 
of the President such access or entry is likely to-

(i) prejudice the security, defence or international 
relations of the Republic; or 

(ii) invol,e the disclosure of any matters or 
deliberations of a secret or confidential nature 
of the Central Committee or the Cabinet or 
any sub-committee of the Central Committee 
or the Cabinet. 

(5) Any person who accompanies or assists the Commissioner, 
the Deputy Commissioner or other officer of the Commission to 
enter into or upon any premises, or upon any vessel, boat, air­
craft or other vehicle, as the cnse may be, shnU, during the 
period of such accompaniment or assistance, enjoy the same 
immunity as is conferred under section twenty-three upon the 
Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner or other officer of the 
Commission. 

12. ( 1 )  The Commissioner may, by order in writing, autho­
rise any officer of the Commission to investigate any bank 
account, share account, purchase account, expense account or 
any other account, or any safo deposit box in any bank. 

(2) An order made un<ler subsection ( 1 )  shall be sufficient 
authority for the disclosure or production by any person of all 
or any information, accounts, dooumeuta or articles as may be 
required by the officer of the Commission so authorised. 

(3) Any person who fails to disclose such information or to 
produce such accounts, documents or articles to the officer of 
tho Commission so authorised shall he guilty of an offence and 
shall be liable upon conviction to imprisonment foL· a term not 
exceeding five years or to a fine not exceeding five thousand 
kwacha, or to both such imprisonment and fine. 
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13. Any penion who assaults, resists or obstructs the 
Commissioner, tho Deputy Commissioner or other officer of the 
Commission in the execution of hi:; duties, or who unlawfully 
hinders or delnys him in effecting entry into or upon any 
premiseR, hoat, aircraft or other vehicle shall be guilty of an 
offence nnd shall be liable upon conviction to imprisonment 
for u. term not exceeding seven years or to I\ fine not exceeding 
seven thonsimd kwa.cha., or to both such imprisonment and fine. 

14. Any person who knowingly-

(a) makes or CM1t1es to be made to the Commission a false 
report of the commii,sion of any offence under this 
AcL; or 

(b) misloadR the C-0mmi.'lsioner, the Deputy Commissioner 
or other officer of the ('ommission by giving any false 
information, or by making any false statements or 
accusations; 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable upon conviction 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years, or to a 
fine not oxceccling ten thousand kwacha, or t,o both such 
imprhmnmcnt nnd fine. 

15. 'l'he Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner or any 
officer of the Commission authorised in that behalf by the 
Conunis.�ioner may arrest a person without warrant if he 
reasona.bJ�, sm1pcct<i that such person has committed or is 
about to commit an offence under this Act. 

16. The Commissioner may issue to an officer of the Com­
mission an identity card which shall be pr-ima facie evidence of 
the officer's appointment as such. 

17. Any person who falsely pretends that-
(a) he is on officer of the Commissfon or has any of the 

powers of such officer under thl:i Act, or under any 
nuthorhntiun or warrant issued under th.is Act; or 

(b) ho is ahle to procure an offioor of the Commission to do 
or rC'frnin from doing anything in connection ,vith the 
cl11tics of such officer; 

shall he guilty of an offence and shnll be linble upon conviction 
to impri:..onment for n term not exceeding seven years, or tu 
a fine not exce<'ding Reven thousn,ncl kwa.cha, or to both such 
imprisonment and fine. 

18. ( l) 'l'he Commissioner may, subject to any specific or 
genero.l directions of the Pn sident, make stl\nd.ing orders 
providing for -

(a) the c·ontrol, <liro<·tion ancl administration of the Uom• 
mission ; 
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(b) the discipline, training, classification and promotion of 
officers of the Uommi.ssion ; 

(c) the duties of officers of the Commjssion: 

(<l) tho .financial regulations of the Commission; 

(e) such other matters as may, in his opinion, bo necessary 
or expedient for pt·ovonting the abuse or neglect of 
duty and for upholding the efficiency and integrit) of 
the Commission. 

(2) The Commi.ssjoner may, with the prior approval of the 
President, by standing order modify the application to officers 
of the Commission of Government regl1lations. 

(3) No standing order mo.de by tho Commissioner shall be 
inconsistent with any provision of this Act. 

19. (1) In ea.ch financial year, tho Uommissioner shall, on 
or before a date appointed by tho President, forward to tho 
President, for his approval, estimates of the expenditure of tho 
Con:unissfon for the next financial year. 

(2) The estimates shall be in such form and contain such 
information as the President may require. 
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20. (1) The Commissioner shall maintain proper accounts Accounts ��/ 
of such expenditure by the Commission as the President may 
require. 

(2) AB soon as may be after the end of each financial year, 
the Commissioner shall cause a statement of accounts covering 
the operations of the Commission during the previous fu1ancial 
year to be prepared. 

21. (1 )  The Auditor-General shall, at any time, have access Audit fk;u/ 
to all accounts ruaiutaincd under section twenty, ancl may 
require such information and e1t..1>lanation thereon, as he thinks 
fit. 

(2) The Auditor-General shall audit the statement of 
accounts prepared under section twenty and report thereon to 
the President. 

22. (1 )  The Commissioner shall, on or before the 31st Annual 
December of each year, or by such later <late as the President report 

may specify, submit to the President a report on the activities 
of the Commission during the previous year. 
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(2) Tho President shall ca.use tho report mentioned in sub­
section ( 1 )  to bo laid boforo the National Aasombly as soon as 
may l>c after receiving such report. 

23. No action or other proceeding shall lio against tho 
Commissioner, the Deputy Commisaionor or other ollicor of the 
Commission in respect of any act or thing <lone or omitted to 
be <lone in good faith in the exercise of his duties under this 
Act. 

24. (1 )  The Commissioner may, by written notice to a person 
who is tho subject of an investigation in respect of an offence 
alleged or suspected to have been committed under this Act, 
or against whom a prosecution for such offence hns been 
instituted, <liroct that such person shall not dispose of or other­
wise deal with any property specified in such notice without 
tho consent of tho Commissioner. 

(2) A notice issued under subsection ( 1 )  may bo served by 
delivering it pe1sonally to the person to whom it is adclrcssc<l 
or may, whore tho Commis!lionor is satisfied that such person 
cannot bo found, or is not in tho Republic, bo sorvod on or 
brought to the knowledge of, such person in such other manner 
as tho Commissioner may direct. 

(3) A notice issued under subsection (1 )  shall have effect from 
the ti.me of service and shall continue in force for a period of 
twelve months or until cancelled by the Commissioner, which­
ever is earlier. 

(4) Any person who, having been served with, or having 
knowlodgo of a. notice issued under subsection (1), disposes of 
or otherwi8o <lea.ls with any property specified in the notice 
other than in accor<la.nce with the consent of the Commissioner, 
shall be guilty of an offence a.nd shall be liablo upon conviction 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years or to a. 
fine not exceeding ton thousand kwa.cha., or to both such 
imprisonment a.nd fine. 

(5) Any person aggrieved by a di1'ective contained in a notice 
issued under subsection ( 1 )  may, at any timo, n.pply to the 
High Court for an order to reverse or vary such directive. 

(6) An application under subsection (5) shall give to the 
Commissioner such notice of tho day appoint-Od for the hearing 
of tho application as a judgo of the High Court may order. 

(7) On the hearing of an application under subsection (5) the 
High Court ma.y-

(a) confirm the directive ; 
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(b) reverse the directive and consent to the disposal of or 
other dealing with any property spocified in the notice, 
subjeot to suoh terms and oonditions as it thinks fit; 
or 

(c) vary the directive as it thinks just. 

PART IV 

OFFENCES 

25. (1 )  Any publio officer who by himself, or by or in 
conj unction with any other person, corruptly solicits, accepts or 
obtains, or agrees to accept or attempts to receive or obtain, 
from any person for himself or for any othor person, any 
gratification as an inducement or reward for doing or for­
bearing to do, or for having done or forborne to do, any thing 
in relation to any matter or transaotion, aotual or proposed, 
with which any public body is or may be concerned, shall be 
guilty of an offence. 

(2) Any person who by himself, or by or in oonjuotion with 
any other person, corruptly gives, promises or offers any 
gratification to any public officer, whether for tho benefit of 
that public officer or of any other public officer, as an induce­
ment or reward for doing or forbearing to do, any thing in 
relation to any matter or transaotion, actual or proposed, with 
which any public body is or may be ooncernod, shall be guilty of 
an offence. 

26. (1 )  Any public officer who, being ooncernod with any 
matter or transaction falling within, or connected with, his 
jurisdiction, powers, duties or functions, Fcorruptly� solicits, 
accepts or obtains, or agrees to accept or attempts to receive or 
obtain for himself or for any other person any gratification in 
relation to such matter or transaction, shall be guilty of an 
offence. 

(2) Any person who, being concerned with any matter or 
transaction falling within the scope of authority, or connected 
with the jurisdiction, powers, duties or functions of any public 
officer, by himself, or by or in conjuction with any othcr person, 
corruptly gives, promises or offers any gratification, whether 
directly or indirectly, to such public officer either for himself or 
for any other person shall be guilty of an offence. 

27. ( 1 )  Any person who by himself, or by or in conjunction 
with any other person, corruptly solicits, accepts or obtains, or 
agrees to aocopt or attempts to receive or obtain, from any 
person for himself or for any other person, any gratification as 
an inducement or reward for doing or forbearing to do, or for 
having done or forborne to do, any thing in relation to any 
matter or transaction, actual or pl'oposed, with which any 
private body is or may be concerned, shall be guilty of an offence. 
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. (2) Any porson who by himself, or by or in conjunction with 
any other person, corruptly gives, promises or offers any 
gratification to any person, whether for the benefit of that 
person or of any other person, as an inducement or reward for 
doing or forbearing to do, or for having done or forborne to do, 
any thing in rolation to any matter or transaction, actual or 
proposed, with which any private body is or may be concerned, 
shall be guilty of an offonce. 

28. (1) Any agent who corruptly solicits, accopts or obtains, 
or agrees to accopt or attompts to receive or obtain, from any 
person for himself or for any other person, any gratification as 
an inclucement or reward for doing or forbearing to do, or for 
having done or forborne to do, any thing in relation to his 
principal's affairs or businens, or for showing or having shown 
favour or disfavour to any person in relation to his principa.l's 
affairs or business, shall be guilty of an offence. 

(2) Any person who corruptly gives, promises or offers any 
gratification to any agent as an inducement or reward for doing 
ot· forbearing to do, or for having done or forborne to do, any 
thing in relation to his principal's affairs or business, or for 
showing or having shown favour or disfavour to any person in 
relation to his principal's affairs or business, shall be guilty of 
an offence. 

(3) Any person who gives to an agent, or any agent who, 
with intent to deoeivo his principal, uses any receipt, account or 
other document in respect of which tho principal is interested or 
which relates to his principal's affairs or business and which 
contains any statement which is false or erroneous or defective 
in any matorial particular, and which to his knowledge or 
belief is intended to mislead the principal, shall be guilty of an 
offonoo. 

(4) }!'or tho purposes of subsections (1) and (2), the permission 
of a principal to tho soliciting, accepting or obtaining of any 
gratification by his agent shall constitute a valid defence. 

29. ( 1 )  Any person who being a member of any public 
body by himself, or by or in conj unction with any other 
person, corruptly solicits, accepts or obtains, or agrees to 
accept or attempts to receive or obtain, from any person for 
himself or for any other person, any gratification as an induce­
ment or reward for-

(a) his voting or abstaining from voting at a.ny meeting 
of such public body in favour of or against any 
measm-e, matter, resolution or question submitted 
to such public body ; or 

(b) his po1forming, or abstaining from performing, or for 
his aid in procuring, expediting, delaying, hindering 
or preventing the performance of, any official act 
by such public body; 01· 
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(c) his aid in procuring or preventing the passing of any 
vote or the granting of any contract or advantage in 
favour of any person; 

shall be guilty of an offence. 

(2) Any person who, by himself or by or in conjunction with 
any other person, corruptly gives, promises or offers any 
gratification to a member of any public body in any such 
circumstances as are referred to in subsection ( 1 )  shall be 
guilty of an offence. 

30. (1)  Any public officer who directly or indirectly by himself, 
or by or in conjunction with any other person, corruptly 
solicits, accepts or obtains, or agrees to accept or attempts 
to receive or obtain, from any person for himself or for any 
other person, any gratification as an inducement or reward for 
or otherwise on account of his giving assistance or using 
influence in, or having given assistance or used influence in-

(a) the promotion, execution, or procurement of-
(i) any contract with a public body or private body 

for the performance of any work, the provision 
of any service, the doing of any thing or the 
supplying of any article, material or substance; 
or 

(ii) n.ny sub-contract tv porfurm any work, provide 
any service, do any thing or supply any article, 
material or substance required to be performed, 
provided, done or supplied under any contract 
with a public body or private body; or 

(b) the payment of the price, consideration or other 
moneys stipulated or otherwise provided for in any 
such contract or sub-contract as aforesaid ;  

shall be guilty of  an  offence. 

(2) Any person who corruptly gives, promises or offers any 
gratification tu any public officer as an inducement or reward 
for or otherwise on account of such public officer giving 
assistance or using influence in, or having given assistance or 
used influence in-

(a) the promotion, execution or procurement of; or 
(b) the payment of the price, consideration or other 

moneys stipulated or otherwise provided for in ; 
any such contract or sub-contract as is referred to in subsection 
( 1 )  shall be guilty of an offence. 

31. ( l )  Any person who directly or indirectly by himself, or 
by or in conjunction with any other person, corrnptly solirits, 
accepts or obtains, or agrees to accept or attempts to receive 
or obtain from any person_for himself or for any other person, 
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any gratification as an inducoment or reward for or otherwise 
on account of the withdrawal of a tender, or the refraining 
from tho making of a tender, for any contract with a public 
body or private body for the performance of any work, the 
provision of any service, the doing of any thing or tho supply­
ing of any articlo, material or substance, shall be guilty of an 
offence. 

(2) Any porson who corruptly gives, promises or offers 
any gratification to any other person ns an inducement or 
reward for or otherwise on account of the with<l.rawal of a 
tender, or the refraining from the making of a tonder, for such 
a contract as is roferred to in subsection ( l ), shall be guilty of 
an offence. 

32. ( 1 )  Any person who directly or indiroctly by himself, 
or by or in conj unction with any other person, con,iptly 
solicits, accepts or obtains, or agrees to accept or attempts to 
receive or obtain, from any person for himself or for any other 
person, any gratification as an inducement or reward for or 
othendse on account of his refraining or having refrained from 
bidding at any sale by auction conducted by or on behalf of 
any public body or private body, shall be guilty of an offence. 

(2) Any person who corruptly gives, promisos or offers any 
gratification to any other person as au inducement or reward 
for or otherwise on account of that other person's refraining 
or having refrained from bidding at any auction as is referred to 
in subsection ( J )  shall be guilty of an offence. 

33. ( 1 )  The Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioner or any 
officer of the Commission authorised in writing by the Com­
missioner may investigate any public officer where there are 
reasonable grounds to believe that such public officer-

(a) maintains a standard of living above that which is 
commensurate with his present or past official 
emoluments ; 

(b) is in control or possession of pecuniary resources or 
property disproportionate to his present or past 
official eroolumen ts ; or 

(c) is in receipt of the benefit of any services which he may 
reasonably be suspected of having received cor­
ruptly or in circumstances which amount to an 
offence under this Act. 

(2) Any public officer who, after due investigation carried 
out under the provisions of subsection ( 1 )  is found to-

(a) maintain a standard of living above that which is 
commensurate with his present or past official 
emoluments; 



Corrupt Praclices (No. 14 of 1980 

(b) bo in control or possession of pecuniary resources or 
property cl.isproportionate to his present or past 
officinl emoluments; or 

(c) bo in rocoipt ofthe bonofit of any services which ho may 
reasonably bo suspected of having received corruptly 
or in ci.rcumstancos which amount to an olfence under 
this Act; 

Hlmll he cluirg<'cl with having, or having had unde1· his control or 
in hiH possession pecuuin.ry resources or property reasonably 
suspocte<l of lmving been corruptly acquired or, as tho caso may 
ho, \\ ith luwing received tho benefit of services reasonably 
suspoctccl of h1wing boon corrnplly roceivod; and shall, unless ho 
gives 11 s.�lii-fnC'tory explanation to the court ns to how he was 
i�blo to maintain such 11 standard of lh·ing or ho,, such pecuniary 
resources or prnpcrty camo under his control or into his pos­
i;ession or, as tlw t·aso ma\ bo, how ho ('a,me to enjoy tho benC'fit 
of 1-1ut'h serviC'es be guilt.) of nn offenc-e. 
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(:3) Whore a court is satisfied in proceedings for an offence � under subsection (2) tho.t, having regard to the closeness of / 
his relationship to the accused and to other releYant oiroum­
stances, there is reason to believe that any person was holding 
pecuniary resources or property in trust for or otherwise on 
behalf of the accused, or acquired such pecuniary resources or 
property as a, gift, or loan "ithout adequate consideration, 
from the a.ccuse<l, such pecuniary resources or property shall, 
until the contrary is proved, be deemed to hayc been under the 
control or in the possession of the accused. 

( 4) In th.is section-

(i) cc official emoluments " inrlucles a pension, gratuity or 
other terminal benefits; 

(ii) cc public officer " includes a,ny person who has held a. 
public oflice on or after the 24th October, 1 !)6-t 

34. ( 1) If, in any proceedings for an offence under any section 
of this Part, it is proved that the accused accepted any gratifi­
cation, belioving or suspecting or having reasonable grounds to 
bolievo or suspect that the gratification was given as an induce­
ment or reward for or otherwise on account of his doing or 
forbearing to <lo, or having done or forborne to do, any a.ct 
roferrod to in that section, it shall be no defence tho.t-

(a) he did not actually have the power, right or oppor­
tunity so to do or forbear; 

(b) ho accepted the gro.tifica.tion \Vithout intending so to 
do or forbear; or 

(c) he did not in fact so do or forbear. 
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(2) If, in any proceedings for an offence under any section of 
this Part, it is proved that the accused offered any gratification 
to any other person as an inducement or reward for or otherwise 
on account of that other person's doing or forbearing to do, 
or having done or forborne to do, any aot referred to in that 
section, believing or suspecting or having reasonable grounds to 
believe or suspect that such other person ha.cl the power, right 
or opportunity so to do or forbear, it shall be no defence that 
suoh other person ha.cl no such power, right or opportunity. 

35. Any person who is gtillty of an offence under this 
Part shall, upon conviction, be liable to imprisonment fo1· a 
term of not loss than fiyo years and not more than twelve years: 

Provided that a person who is guilty of an o!fenco under 
section twe:nty-seven or lwl'nly- cight shall, upon conviction, bo liable 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or to a fino 
not exceeding fivo thousn.nd kwacha, or to both such imvrison­
ment and fine-

(i) where the principal in relation to whoso affairs or 
business the offence was committed is not. a public 
body; 

(ii) where tho person to whom the gratification was given, 
promised or offered is not a public officer or an agent 
of a public body. 

36. Any person who attempts to commit, or who aids, abets 
or counsels, or conspires with, any person to commit an offence 
under this Part, shall be guilty of committing that offence and 
shall be punished accordingly. 

37. (1 )  A public officer to whom any gratification is 
corruptly given, promised or offered shall make a full roport 
of tho circumstances of tho ca.!'IO to a police officer or officer 
of the Commi1111ion within twenty-four hours of the occurrence 
of tho event ; and if he fa.iJs to do so without reasono.blo cause 
ho 11hnll bo guilty of an offence and shall bo liable upon con­
viction to imprisonment for a form not exceeding one year 
or t-0 a fine not exceeding one thuusand kwacha, or to both 
such imprisonment and fine. 

(2) Ally police officer or officer of tho Cc,mmission nuiy 
aITe�t without warrant any person in respect of whom a 
roport is made under subsection (1). 

(3) Any police officer or officer of tho Commission may 
soo.rch any person arrested for an offence under this Part 
anrl ta.kc possession of nil a.rticlos found upon him which the 
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police officer or officer of the Commission believes upon reason­
able grounds to constitute evidence of the commission of an 
offence by him under thiii Part : 

Provided that no femalo person Ahall be searched oxcept 
by a female police officer or female officer of the Commission 
or by any female authorised in that behalf by a police officer 
or officer of the Commission. 

PART V 

.ADDITIONAL PENALTIES AND RECOVERY OF CORRUPT 
GRATIFICATION 

38. Where any person is convicted of any offence under 
Part IV, the court shall in addition to the sentence that it may 
pass under soc.-tion thirty-five, order tho convicted person to pay 
to the ri.ghtf ul owner the amount or value, as determined by 
the court, of any gratification actually receivod by him; and 
such order shall be deemed to form part of the sentence :  

Provided that where, after reasonable inquiry, tho rightful 
owner cannot be ascertained or traced, or where tho rightful 
owner is himself implicatod in the giving of tho gratification, 
the court shall order that tho amount or v11,lue thereof elrnll be 
paid into the general revenues of the Republic. 

39. Any fi.ne imposed under the provisions uf Part IV and 
the amount or value of any gratification ordered to be paid 
under section thirty-eight may be recovered in accordance with 
the provisions of secti,ms three hundred and eiyht and three 
hundred and nine of the Criminal Procedure Code by distress 
and sale of the movable and immovable property uf the person 
11entenced. 

40. ( 1 )  Where any gratification has been given by a.ny 
person to or for or· on account of an agent in contravention of 
any provision of this Act, the principal may recover, as a 
civil debt, the amount or value of such gratification from the 
A.gent, and the acquittal of the agent or such person in respect 
of an offence under Part IV shall not operate as a bar to any 
proceedings for such recovery. 

(2) Nothing in subsection ( 1) shall be deemed to prejudice 
or affect any right which any principal may haV"e under any 
written law or rule of law to recover from his agent any money 
or prope1ty. 

41. Any person convicted of an oJfonce under Pa.rt IV 
shall, by reason of such conviction, be disqualified for a period 
of five years from the date of such conviction from being elected 
or appointed to, or from holding or con �i nuing to hold any office 
or position in any public body. 
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42. In any proceeclings under this Act, a certificate by a 
Government Valuation Officer or other specialist valuer with 
respect to the value of any gratification or of any movable or 
immovable property shall be sufficient proof of such value, 
unless the contrary is proved. 

PART VI 
PowERS OF THE DmECTOR OF Punuo PRoSECUTJONS 

43. ( 1 )  No prosecution for an offence under Part IV shall be 
instituted except by or with the written consent of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions. 

J.fil_Notwithstancling the provisions of subsection ( l  ), a 
person may be charged with an offence undor Pa.rt IV and may 
be arrested therefor or a warrant for his arrest may bo issued 
and executed, and any such person may be remanded i.o 

� 
or on bail notwithstanding that the writt�'i'i ooosent of 

e.irector of Public Prosecutions to the instit11tion of a 
prosecution for the offence with which he is charged has not 

L
' / 

Ir 
been obtained, but no such person shall be remanded in custody U 
or on bail for a eriod longer than seven· dn. s on such charge 
un ess m e meantime t 1e written consen o e rec r of 
Public Prosecutions aforesaid has been obtained. 

Power of 
Director of 
Public 
Prosecutions 
to obtain 
information 

(3) When li person is brought before a court before the 
written consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions to the 
institution of a prosecution against him is obtained, the charge 
shall be explained to the person accused but he shall not be 
called upon to plead. 

44. ( 1 )  If, in the course of any investigation into or proceeding 
relating to any offence under Part IV, the Director of Public 
Proser.utions is satisfied that it would assist or expedite such 
investigation or proceeding, he may, by notice, reguire--

(a) any suspected person to furnish a sworn statement in 
writing enumerating all movable or immovabloproporly 
belonging to or possessed by him, and specifying the 
date on which every such property was acquired and 
the consideration paid therefor, and explaining 
whether the same was acquired by way of purchase, 
gift, bequest, inheritance or otherwise ; 

(b) any suspected person to furnish a sworn statement in 
writing of any moneys or other property sent out of 
Zambia by him during such period as may be specified 
in such notice; 

(c) any other person with whom the Director of Public 
Prosecutions believes that the suspected person had 
any financial transactions or other business dealing, 
rnlating to an offence under Part IV to furnish a 
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sworn. statement in writing enumerating all movable 
or immovable property belonging to or possessed by 
such other person at the material time: 

Provided that the Dirnctor of Public Prosecutions 
shall not require any such other person to furnish such 
sworn statement unless he has reasonable grounds to 
believe that such information can assist in the 
investigation or proceedings; 

(d) the Commissioner of Taxes to furnish all information in 
his possession relating to tho affairs of any suspected 
person ancl to produce or furnish any document or a 
certified true copy of any document relating to such 
suspe<:tecl person, which is in the possession or under 
tho control uf the Commissioner of Taxes; 

(e) tho manager of any bank to furnish any information or 
tho originals, or certified true copies, of the accow1ts or 
the statements of account at tho bank of any sus­
pected person. 

(2) Every person on whom a notice is served by the Director 
of Public Prosecutions under subsection (1) shall, notwith­
Rtand.ing any oath of tlecrecy, comply with the requirements of 
tho notice within such time as may be specified therein, and 
any person who wilfully neglects or fails to so comply shall be 
guilty of an offence an.cl. shall be liable upon conviction to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years, or to a fine 
not exceeding five thousrmd kwacha, or to both such imprison­
ment and fine. 

45. If any person, against whom investigations or pro­
ceedings for an offence under Part IV are pending, is preparing 
or about to leave Zambia, whether temporarily or pormanently, 
the Director of Public Prosecutions or any officer authorised by 
him in that behalf, may apply to any court for an ordor requiring 
snch person tu furnish bail in any sum, or, if he has already 
been admitted to bail, in such greater sum and on such additional 
conditions, as the case may be, with or without sureties; and 
in any such application tho cow't may make such order as it 
deems fit. 

PART VII 

EVIDENCE AND PJ.'tESUMPTIONS 

46. { l }  Where, in any proceed.ings under this Act, it is 
proved that any gratification has been received by any person 
with the lmowlodge and acquiescence or consent of the accused 
person, and the court is satisfied, having regard to his relation­
ship to the accused person or to any other circumstances, that 
such person has received the gra.tifica:Uon for or on behalf of the 
accused person, or otherwise on account of or in connection 
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with the office or duties of the accused person, the gratification 
shall be presumed to have been receive'! by thP accused person. 

(2) ''-"hero, in any proceedings for an offonco uncler Part 
IV, it is proved that any person solicited, accepted or obtained 
or agreed to accept or attempted to recefro or obtain any 
payment in any of the circumstances 1:1ot out in the relevant 
sec·tion under which ho is charged, then such payment shall be 
presumed to have been solicited, accepted or obtained or a.greed 
to be acc·epted, received or obtained, corruptly. 

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) " payment " moa11S 
any corrupt payment, whether in cash or in kind. 

(4) In any proceedings for tho determination of any matter 
under subsection (1)  or (2), the burden of proof to the contrary 
shall lie on the M:cusccl person. 

47. ( 1 )  In any proceedings in respect of an offence under 
Part IV, the fact that an accused person is in possession, for 
which ho cannot satisfactorily acc·otmt. of pecuniary resoun·es 
or property disproportionate to hi8 known sources of income, 
or that he ha.cl at or about the time of the a.I lcged offence, obtained 
an accretion to his pecunfary resources or property for ,, hich he 
cannot satisfactorily account, may bo proved and may bo 
taken into consideration by the cow-t a.-; corroborating the 
testimony of any witness in such proceedings that the accused 
person accepted or obtained or agreed to accept or attempted 
to obtain the gratification and as sho,\ing that such gratifi­
cation was accepted or obtained or ag1eed to be ac.:coptecl or 
attempted to be obtained corruptly as an inducement or reward 

(2) For the purposes of subsection ( I ), an accused person 
shall be deemed to be in possession of pecnmiary resources or 
property, or to have obtained an accretion thereto, not\Yith­
stan<ling that such pecuniary resources or property is held, or 
such accrntion thereto is obtained, by any other person as to 
whom there is reason to believe, having roga.rd to his relation­
ship to tho accused person or to any other circumstances, that 
he is holding such pcctmiary resources or property or has 
obtained such accretion theroto in trust for, or for or on behalf 
of, tho accused person, or as a gift from him tmless the contrary 
is proved. 

48. (1) Notwithstanding any rule of law or written law to 
tho contrary no witness for the prosecution in any proceedings 
in respect of an offence under Part IV shall be pre.sumed to bo 
unworthy of croclit by reason only that ho himself committed 
an offence under that Part (whether or not ho has been pro­
secuted for or convicted of such offence) in the same matt.er or 
transaction in respect of which the accused person is being tried. 

(2) In any proceedings against any person for an offonco 
under Part IV, tho spouse of that person shall be a competent 
witness for the prosecution. 
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49. For the purposes of any proceedings in respect of an 
offence under Part IV, tho court may at any stage of the pro­
ceedings dire<;t that any specified fa.ct may bo proved at the 
trial by affidavit with or without the attendance of the deponent 
for cross-examination. 

50. ( 1) In any proceedings for an offence under Pa.rt IV, it 
shall be no defence that any gratification solicited, accepted 
or obtained or agreed to be accepted, given, offered or 
promised, is customary in any profession, business, trade, 
vocation or calling. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection ( 1  ), no 
entertainment or oasu!.ll gift o[ered or acceptod under such 
conditions as may be proscribed in regulations ma.de tmder this 
Act shall constitute an offence under Part IV. 

PART V l l l  

8trPPLFl!\1ENTARY PROVISIONS 

51. Whore any' public officer has corruptly solicited, 
accepted, obtained, or agreed to accept or attempted to receive 
or obtain any gratification, it shall not be a defence in any 
trial in respect of an offence under Pait IV-

(a) that the appointment, nomination or election of 
Puch person or any other person as tt public officer 
waR invalid or void ; or 

(b) that such public officer ot· any other public servant 
did not have the power, authority or opportunity of 
doing or of forbearing from doing tho act, favour 
or disfavour to which the gratification related ; or 

(c) that he did not actually do any net, favour or disfavour 
t;o induce the gnttification, or never had the intention 
0f doing so. 

52. ( I )  Whenever two or moro persons are chnrged with an 
offence under Part IV, the cottrL may require one or more of 
them to give evidence as a witness or witnesses for the prosecu­
tion at tho separate trials of such persons. 

(2) Any person required to give evidence under subsection 
(1) who refuses to affirm or be sworn or to answer any lawful 
question put to him by the cotu·t shall be dealt with in the 
same manner as witnesses in a criminal trial so refusing may 
be dealt with. 

(3) Every person so required to give evidenco who, in tho 
opinion of the cou,t, has made a trne and full disclosure of all 
things as to whlch he is lawfully examined, shall be entitled to 
rncoive a cettificate of indemnity under the hand of the judge 
stating that he has made a true and full disclosure of all things 
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as to which he was examined, and such certificate shall be a bar 
to all legal proceedings against him in respect of all such things 
as aforesaid. 

53. ( 1)  An accused person charged with an offence under 
Part IV shall not, in his defence, be allowed to make an un­
sworn statement, but may give evidence on oath or affirmation 
from the witness box. 

(2) An accused person giving e\"idence in his defence in 
accordance with the provisions of subsection ( 1 )  may be asked 
any question in cross-examination notwithstanding that the 
answer would tend to incriminate him as to the offence charged. 

54. (1) In any trial in respect of an offence under Part IV, 
a witness shall not be obliged to disclose the name or address of 
any informer, or state any matter which might lead to his 
discovery. 

(2) Whoro any book, document or paper which is in evidence 
or liable to inspection in any civil or criminal proceeding 
under this Act contains any entry or passage in which any 
informer is named or described or which might lead to his 
discovery, tho court before which tho proceeding is hold shall 
cause any such entry or pa-ssage to be conC'ealed from view or to 
be obliterated in such a manner as, in the opinion of the court, 
may not disclose the identity of the informer. 

(3) Where, after full inquiry into the case, the court before 
which any person i s  tried for an offence under Part IV, is of the 
opinion that any informer willuily made in his complaint a 
material statement which he knew or believed to be false or did 
not believe to be true, or where in any other proceeding under 
this Act the court before which such proceeding is held is of the 
opinion that justice cannot be fully done between the parties 
thereto without the discovery of the informer, tho court may 
require the production of the original complaint, if in writing, 
and permit inquiry and require full disclosure concerning the 
informer. 

55. ( 1)  'l'ho Director of Public Prosecutions may at any 
time, with a view to obtaining at n. trial the evidence of any 
person directly or incliroctly concerned with or privy to an 
offence under Part IV, tender, or by writing under his hand, 
authorise any court named by him to tender, a pardon to such 
person on condition that he makes a full and true disclosure of 
all the facts or circumstances within his knowledge relating to the 
offence and to every other person involved in  the commission 
thereof, whether as principal or in any other capacity, together 
with the delivery up of any document or thing constituting 
evidence or corroboration of the commission of the offence by 
the person to bn charged or the accused person, as the case may 
be. 
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(2) The court shall record in the manner prescribed by the 
Criminal Procedure Code the evidence on oath of every person Cap. 160 

accepting a pardon under subsection (1) and shall transmit the 
record of such evidence to the Attorney-General. 

(3) Every person accepting a tender of pardon under this 
section shall be examined as a witness at the trial. 

(4) Where a person who has accepted a tender of pardon 
under this section has, either by wilfully concealing anything 
material to the case, or by giving false evidence, not complied 
with the condition on which the tender of pardon was made, he 
may be prosecuted for the offence in respect of which the 
pardon was tendered or for any other offence of which he 
appears to have been guilty in connection with the same matte1;. 

(5) A person to whom a tender of pardon has been made under 
subsection ( 1 ), who in the opinion of the court, has made a true 
and full disclosure of all things as to which he is lawfully 
examined, shall be entitled to receive a certificate of indemnity 
under the hand of the Director of Public Prosecutions stating 
that he has made a true and full disclosure of all things as to 
which he was examined, and such certificate shali be a bar to all 
legal proceedings against him in respect of all such things as 
aforesaid. 

56. Where any commission established by or under the 
Constitution, or appointed under the Inquiries Act, in the 
course, or u,pon conolusion, of any proceedings before it, is·ofthe, 
opinion that the conduct of any person appears to constitute an 
offence under this Act and ought to be inquired into for the 
purposes of this Act, the commission concerned shall, subject 
to any prohibition, restriction or restraint imposed upon it by or 
under the Constitution or any other written Jaw, communicate 
its opinion to tho Director of Public Prosecutions, together with 
the particulars of the person concerned and such other facts of 
the case as the commission may deem necessary. 

57. (1) Where, at the conclusion of the trial of a· person 
charged with an offence under Part IV, the court is of the 
opinion that any person has wilfully, and with intent to harm 
or injure the accused person in any manner made a false, 
frivolous or groundless complaint or allegation against him, the 
court shall certify that opinion in writing and shall transmit it 
together with a certified copy of the record of the proceedings 
to the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

(2) Any person who, in the opinion of the court certified 
under subsection (1) has made a false, frivolous or grounclless 
complaint· or allegation to the effect that any person has 
committed or attempted to comm:it, or aided, abetted or 
counselled the commission of, or conspired with any other 
person to commit, any offence under Part IV, shall be guilty 
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of an offence and shall ho liablo upon conviction to imprison­
mont for a term not excooding ten years or to n. fine not ex­
ceeding ton thousand kwacha, or to both such imprisonment 
and fmo. 

58. ( 1 )  If, on the trial of any offence undor Part IV. it is not 
proved that the accused is guilty of tho offence cluugod but it is 
proved that the accused is guilt} of some othe1· offence under 
Part IV, tho accused may, notwithstancling tho ltbsenco 0£ tho 
written consent of the Director of Publio l'rosocutions in 
respect of such othor offonco, ho convicLed of such othor 
offonco, and he liable to be doalt with accordingly. 

(2) If, on tho trial of any person for any offence undor Part 
IV, thoro is any material Yarianoe between tho particulars of 
tho offence charged and tho evidence adduced in support 
thoroof, such variance shalJ not, of itself, entitle tho accused 
to an acquittal of the offence charged if, in tho opinion of the 
court, thoro is 11ri11ta f acie ovidonce of tho commission of that 
offonco ; and in such a ca.so Lho court may, notwithstanding tho 
absence of tho written consent, of tho Dirooto1· of Public Pro­
secutions in respect of tho particulars supported by tho evi­
denc1:, adrluoccl, make tho necessary amendment, to the parti­
culars, an.<l shall thereupon read and explain tho sa,1110 to tho 
accused nnd tho parties sh:ill thereupon be alluwl:'d to recall 
and examine un matte1 s rnlovnnt to such amonclmont any 
witness who nmy have been oxanuned and, subject to the 
provisions of sul>socLion (3), to call any fU1·ther witness. 

(3) If nn amendment is mad<' under tho pro, isiu11s of sub­
section (2) after tho prosecution's case is olosod, no f11rther 
,vitno1:1s nmy bo called Ly tho prosecution other than n, witness 
on such nmttcrs only as it would, apart from tho provisions of 
th.is subscotinn, be permissible Lo call and put in evidence in 
rebuttal 

59. ( l )  No public officer of or above the rank of Assistn.nt 
Secretary or of a comparable rank in any parastaLal body 
shall, without the writt.on oonsont of the President, accept 
within two yen.rs of his rcsig,mtion or retirement from the 
public service any employment in any business-

(a) which has contractual relationship with the Party or 
the Government ; 

(b) whirh is in receipt from the Party or tho Govornmont 
of subsidies, loans, guarantees, subvention.'!, grants 
or any other form of financial assista.nC'o; 

(c) with which Ministries or Departments of tho Oovom­
mont are in a spe<·ial financial relationship ;  or 

(d) 08ta.blished by tho Government under any written law. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub­
section ( 1 )  shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable 
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upon conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 
yea.rs or to a fine not exceeding two thousand kwa,cha, or to 
both such imprisonment and fine. 

(3) The provisions of subsection ( 1 )  shall not apply to any 
public officer who has accepted employment in any busine.3s 
mentioned in the subsection after his resignation or retire­
ment from the public service prior to the commencement of this 
Act. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the inter-depart­
mental transfer of public officers or their secondment from a 
public body to a parastata.l body in the publiu interest, or 
the resignation of public officers from the service of one 
public body to the service of another public body. 

60. ( 1 )  Save as is provided in this section, nothing in this 
Act shall require the disclosure by a legal practitioner of any 
privileged information, communication, book, document or 
other article. 

(2) Subject to subsection (3), a legal practitioner may be 
required by notice under the provisions of paragraph (c} of 
subsection ( 1 )  of section forty-four-

(a) to state whether, at any time during such period as 
is specified in the notiue, he has acted on behalf of any 
person named or otherwise identified in the notice in 
connection with-

(i) the transfer by such person of any moneys out 
of Zambia;  or 

(ii) the investment by such person within or out­
side Zambia of any moneys ; and 

(b) if so, to furnish information in his possession with 
respect thereto, being information relating to-

(i) the date of the transfer or investment ; 
(ii) the amount of the transfer or investment ; 
(iii) in the case of a transfer, the name and addross 

of the bank and the name and number, if any, 
of the account to which the money was trans­
ferred ; 

(iv) in the case of investment, the nature of the 
investment ; 

notwithstanding that the effect of compliance with such re­
quirement would be to disclose any privileged information or 
communication. 

(3) Nothing in subsection (2) shall require a legal practi­
tioner to comply with any such requirement as is specified 
therein to the extent to which auoh compliance would dis­
close any privileged information or communication which 
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ca.me to his lmowledge for the purpose of any proceedings, 
begun or contemplato<l, before a. court or to enable him to 
give legal advice to his client. 

(4) The protection conferred by this section on a. legal 
practitioner shall extend to a clerk or servant of, or employed 
by, a legal practitioner. 

61. In a.ny proceeding for a.n offence under this Act it shall 
be a valid defence that the gratification offered or accepted is 
an entertainment or a casual gift, but the burden of proof 
thereof shaU lie on the accused person. 

62. ( 1 )  'l'he provisions of this Aot shall have effect, in 
relation to citizens of Zambia, outside as well as within Zambia ; 
and where an offence under this Act is committed by a citizen 
of Zambia in any place outside Zambia, he may be dealt with 
in respect of such offence as if it ha.d been committed within 
Zambia.. 

(2) Any proceedings against a.ny person under this section 
which would be a bar to subsequent proceedings against such 
person for the same offence, if such offence had been committed 
in Zambia, shall be a. bar to further proceedings against him, 
under any written law for the time being in force relating to 
the extradition of persons, in respect of the same offence 
outside Zambia. 

63. ( 1 )  Tho Commissioner may, subject to any specific or 
general directions of the President, by statutory instrument, 
make regulations generally for the effective carrying out of the 
provisions of this Aot. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
provision, the Commissioner ma.y make regulations for-
4) the prevention of corruption generally; 
� (b) the disclosw·e by public officers of interest in contracts 

or proposed contracts; 
(c) governing internal review procedures of Government 

Ministries and Departments ;  
(d) giving protection to informers and complainants ; 
(e} the disposal of recovered gratification and gifts. 

PART IX 
REPEAL 

64. ( 1 )  Sections ninety-four, ninety-five, ninety-six, three 
hundred and, eightyfour, three hundred and eighty-five, three 
hundred and eighty-six, three hundred and eighty-seven and 
three hundred and eighty-eight of the Penal Codo are hereby 
repealed. 
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(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of tho said sections of the 
Penal Code, any offence relating to conupt practices committed 
by any person under any of tho repealed sections of the Penal 
Code or u nder any relevant provision of any other written 
law shall be deemed to be an offence committed w1der this Act, 
and shall be investigated or prosecuted, as the case may be, 
under this Act. 

65. Tho Prevention of Corruption Act, 1916, of the United 
Kingdom applied to Zambia by virtue of the British Acts 
Extension Act, shall cease to have any force or effect in Zambia ; 
and the Schedule to the said Act is hereby amended accordingly. 
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THE LOCAL ADMINISTRATION ACT, 1980 

Section 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

PART I 
PnELIMIN A.RY 

1.  Short title and commencement 
2. Interpretation 

PART II 
ESTABLISHMENT OF 0oUNCILS 

3. Establishmont of councils 
4. Altoration of local administration areas 
5. Description of local administration areas by reference to 

plans 
6. Declaration of specified residential areas 

PART ill 
CONSTITUTION OF CoUNcn,s 

7. Incorporation of councils 
8. Corporate name of council 
9. Common seal 

10. Composition of councils 
11 .  Assignment of names to Wards 

Councillors 
12. Qualifications for membership of councils 
13. Tenure of office of councillors 
14. Vacation of office by councillors 
15. Functions of Chairman 
16. Performance of Chairman's functions during absence, 

etc. 
17. Validity of performance of Chairman's functious <luring 

absence, etc. 
PART IV 

P.ROOEEDINQS OJI' COUNCil,$ 

18. Meetings of councils 
19. Notice of meetings 
20. Quorum 

Sitl{Jl-6 copiea of thi.8 Act may be obtained from the Government Printer, 
P.O. Bo.I) 301 36, LuBaka. Price Kl. 
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8e£tion 
21. Presiding at counoi! meetings 
22. Voting in council 
23. Disability for voting on aooount of interest in oontraots 
24. Adjournment of meetings 
25. Admission of publio to meetings 
26. Minutes 

PART V 

FlNANOE 

27. Financial year 
28. Estimates of revenues and expenditure 
29. Government grants and loans 
30. General and speoial funds 
31.  Banking accounts 
32. Aooounts 
33. Investments 
34. Finanoial regulations 

Borrowing 
35. Authority to borrow and modes of borrowing 
36. Seourity for borrowing and priorities 
37. Suspension of repayment of sums borrowed 
38. Lenders relieved from certain inquiries 

Audit 
39. Powers and funotions of Auditor-General 
40. Audit report 
41. Power of disallowanoe and suroharge 
42. Appeals against disallowances and surcharges 
43. Payment and reoovery of suroharges 

PART VI 
FUNOTIONS OF COUNOILS 

44. Power to disoharge scheduled functions 
45. General provisions with respeot to discharge of functions 
46. Contracts 
4 7. Standing orders 
48. Acquisition of land 
49. Acceptance of gifts of property 
50. Disposal of property 
51. Grants and loans by councils 
52. Imposition of levies 



Local Administration 

Section 

58. Imposition of fees and charges 
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54, Power to pay certain allowances and expenses 
55. Pensions 

PART VII 
BY-LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

56. Power to make by-laws 
57. Language of by-laws 
58. Conferring of powers on officers and agents of council 
59. Penalty 
60. By-laws not to conflict with other written laws 
61. Notice of by-laws and objections thereto 
62. Confirmation of by-laws 
63. Power of Mmister to amend or revoke by-laws 
64. Power of Minister to make regulations 
65. Application of regulations 
66. Regulations to prevail over by-laws or Standing Orders 
67. References in other written laws 

PART vm 

MisoELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

68. Authentication of documents and execution of deeds 
69. Inspection of documents 
70. Public notices 
71. Service of documents 
72. Legal proceedings 
73. Evidence 
74. Penalties for obstruction 
7 5. Other penalty 
76. Powers of arrest 
77. Protection for officers and employees of council acting 

in good faith 
78. Validity of discharge of functions by officers and 

employees of council 
79. Powers of Minister to approve or determine matters 
80. Inquiries 

PART IX 
DISTRICT COMMITTEES 

81. Establishment and composition of District Committees 
82. Power to discharge scheduled functions 
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Section 

District Secretariat 

83. Establishment and composition of District Secretariat 
84. Power to discharge scheduled functions 

PART X 

PROVINCIAL COUNCILS 

85. Establishment and composition of Provincial Councils 
86. Power to discharge scheduled functions 

Provincial Committees 

87, Establishment and composition of Provincial Commit­
tees 

88. Power to discharge scheduled functions 

Provincial Secretariat 

89. Establishment and composition of Provincial Sec­
retariat 

90. Power to discharge scheduled functions 

PART XI 

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

91. Transfer of service 
92. Repeal and savings 


