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Headnote
The appellant was originally a Zimbabwean citizen who was employed as an Enrolled Nurse for
the government of Zambia from 1975.  She only managed to acquire Zambian citizen in 1992.
A  question  arose  as  to  her  eligibilty  for  pension  under  section  35  Civil  Service  (Local
Conditions) Act.  The trial court accepted the respondent's argument that since the conditions
stipulated in the Act were designed for Zambian citizens, only a citizen could enjoy them so
that the appellant could only enjoy those benefits after she became a citizen.  The appellant
appealed to the Supreme Court.

Held:
(i) It was not illegal by statute nor contrary to law for a non-citizen to be on permanent and

pensionable terms when she was lawfully a permanent resident by virtue of marriage to
a Zambian.

(ii) The  fundamental  rule  of  interpretation  of  a  statute  is  that  it  should  be  construed
according to the intent expressed  by parliament.
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