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fu11.1/e111e111 ro ihe Re1mi;i1c of Zn111h1u Gow•mmcn1 
Ca�elle dmed 51/; Mw, h. 195>�, 

GOV l..RNi\ff.'.'iT OF ZAM Bl A. 

Th,:- High Court Ac( 

(Law�. Volume 3, Cap. 271 

The High Court (Amendment\ Rules, 19-99 

lN EJd"RCISE of LhL' powcrz. contarned in sections Jon_v�(our and 
forry�fil'e of the High Coun Act. the followmg Rules i!re hereby 
m::.ide· 

1. c 1 l These Rules m.:i: be cited as the High Coun (Amendment) 
Ruh.::,. 1999. and sh:111 he read a, one with the High Court Rules, in 
these Rule\ referred to as· the principal Rule�. 

(�) These Rules �h:dl come into ope;-ation on 1st March, 1999. 

2 The principal Rule� arc amended b),-. !he insertion 
immediately after Order Lll of the following. new Order: 

ORDER UH 
Co,1�H-RC1At AcT1o�!S 

" com111erc1al ;.1...uon" mean<:: any cause ansing out of any 
tran�ncrion relating to commerce. trade. industry or any 
m:tion of a bu::-ines:, nature: 

.. CP1n;nc1ual List Rc:fi:-lr) .. rne..rn:, the Reg1:stry e:-tablishecl 
uncler rul<:" :,: 

j,,d;c.," m:...,ui, .. d !,gh CI.JLll'lJUdg1... dedicated to thc. Commer­
..:1:11 L1,1 de•11:,11,ned b� the Lh!et Jusuce under ru1e 4: and 

·· L',..:r C,1n11111t-:'-:-" mean, the Committee e�tabiished unde, 
rule I: 

I ill re ,lta11 • •1: .i Co111111(·rc,ai Li,t ,n "hich corn1nerc1ai 
a..:unm, 111 tile Coun �hall be e11terd in accordance with the!>e Rules . 

. � 1: i .,..h,·1e ,h<i!I b� ,t C0111merc1al Li�, Rcg1,tr� which �hall be 
.1dm11:; ·,:�rc.�d b) c1n nffiL.,:'r de,q;n:it:.:J a,. Re� i,t:-a! of the Commer-
ciai l. '" 

(2 1 The Regi!-1rnroftheCL)Jl1lllerc1al L1s1 ,liall 1nfor111a,1udgeof 
the prog,e,, ,n <111 action 111 the Cornrnerc1al L1,t 
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Starutory Instruments 5th March, 1999 

4. The Chief Justice shall designate a judge in charge of the 
Commercial List and such other judges dedicated to the Commercial 
List as the Chief Justice may determine. 

5. (II A commercial action shall be commenced and filed in tlie 
Commercial List Registry. 

(2) A judge may consider whether the cause of action and issues 
of fact and law likely to arise or the procedures to be followed in an 
action make the action suitabie for inclusion or exclusion in the 
Commercial List. 

6. (I) A judge shall. within fourteen days after the filing of the 
memorandum of appearance and defence., summon parties to a 
scheduling conference. 

(21 A judge shall, at the confoi:ence referred to under sub-rule (I) 
and in consultation with the parties to the case; prepare a chai1 or 
schedule of events of the case. 

(3) A judge may, after a scheduling conference summon parties 
to compliance or status conferences to review the status of the case 
and make any order. including an order as to costs, against any 
party. 

7. A judge may, at the scheduling conference, refer parties to 

mediation in accordance with Order XXXl..or where aprlicable, to 
arbitration. 

8. ( I l A judge shall, where an action has not been referred to 

mediation or arbitration, issue. directions for the exchange of 
bundles of pleadings and documents, disco,,ery, deposition and 
testimony according to the scheduiing conference. 

(21 A judge shall, after the exchange of the documents referred 
to under sub-mle { l ), fix the dare for the hearing. 

9. A judge shall not grant an ·appiicalion Cui ai1 adjournrncnt 
except m compelling unct exceptional cin.:umstances. 

l 0. An :nrerlecur.ory app!icauon ,;h1i.il be 111,1dL· u_, ct judge in 
chambers. 

l l .. fl , A party to an acuon may. <.H any .stage u1 t11e pn)cceamg�. 
prior to judgement. apply to ,1judge for the transfer of the action to 
or out of the Commercial List. 

{2) Where an order is granted to include an action in the Commer­
cial List, rule 5 shall apply with necessary modification. 
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12. There is hereby constituted the Commercial List Users Users 

Committee which shall consist of-
Commiut·c 

/a) the judge in charge of the Commercial List. as Chairperson: 

//,J judges of the Commercial List; 

( ci one represemative from the Law Association of Zambia: 

( d) one representative from the Zambia Association of Chambers of 
Commerce and lndust,y: 

(e J the Chief Administrator of the Judiciary: 

(Ji the Registrar of the Commercial Lise, as· Secretary; and 

ig J tWo members of the public appointed by the Chief Justice. 

13. The Committee shall be a fonnn for the exchange of ideas 
or views. and for makin·g recommendations for improving the 

operations of the Commercial List. 

14. These Rules do not affect the jurisdication of any court over 
any matter pending before the Court prior to the commencement of 
these Rules. 

LUSAKA 

'.!4th February, 1999 
!c1.6/!J 

M. M. S. W. NGULUBE, 
Chairperson 

1. �-1. C. 1'1AMBILJMA, 

Member 

P. CH!TENGI, 

Afember 
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